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Your Excellencies, 

Honourable Members, 

 

On behalf of the European Commission, it’s a 

pleasure to be in Maputo for this 42nd ACP-

EU Joint Parliamentary Assembly. I am 

standing in for my colleague, Jutta 

Urpilainen, who could not be here today, 

much to her regret. 

When this Assembly met last April in 

Strasbourg, Russia’s unprovoked and 

unjustified military action against Ukraine 

was still in its infancy. We did not know, at 

the time, that war would still be raging six 

months later. That loss of life, and human suffering, would still be unfolding 

before our eyes. Since then, we have witnessed the continued fallout of this 

war around the globe. And a growing atmosphere of distrust, insecurity, and 

instability.  

  

 



 

It is with all this in mind that I will make three main points. 

 

Firstly, I will discuss today’s heated 

geopolitics and the importance of the EU- 

ACP relationship within this challenging 

context. 

 

This will bring me, in a second part, to the 

EU’s offer to international partners: the 

Global Gateway Strategy, as well as the 

opportunities under our new Youth Action 

Plan in external action. 

 

Finally, I will touch upon the alarming food crises happening around the world, 

and EU action to safeguard food security, including in ACP countries. 

  

3 MAIN POINTS 

IMPORTANCE OF THE 
EU ACP RELATIONSHIP. 

SECOND IS THE 
GLOBAL GATEWAY 
STRATEGY. 

YOUTH ACTION PLAN 
IN EXTERNAL ACTION. 

FOOD CRISES AROUND 
THE WORLD 



 

First, today’s global geopolitical turmoil 

confirms why strong, reliable, like- minded 

partnerships are a necessity. The war in 

Ukraine is happening on European soil, but 

the crisis is truly global. From volatility in 

energy markets, to alarming food crises, and 

rising inflation – these concurrent crises are 

taking a serious toll on all, including ACP 

countries, further hampering global recovery 

from the pandemic. On top of this, we are 

experiencing major long-term shifts, or 

megatrends, such as climate change, digital technologies, or demographic 

change. These shifts present an opportunity, but also a challenge, and must be 

managed well to ensure they do not turn into systemic risk. 

Put bluntly: we face a difficult set of circumstances. A difficult set of 

circumstances, which we can – and will – overcome by defending the principles 

underpinning the international order: Peace building. Multilateralism. 

Cooperation. Territorial integrity. 

 

 

 

  

 



 

These are the same principles, which bring 

together EU and ACP States, making our 

partnership a long-standing success story. 

The same principles, which continue to be 

our foundation, as we propel ourselves 

forward in this uncertain world. Amidst the 

geopolitical competition, the best way 

forward is for the EU and ACP to build 

strategic autonomy and resilience. COVID-

19 and the fallout of Russia’s aggression 

show why this is so important. We want to 

help you build your strategic autonomy, in the same way we are building ours, 

to minimise any spill-overs or setbacks brought on by future crises. 

 

  

 



Which brings to my second point – the EU’s 

answer: our Global Gateway Strategy and 

our new Youth Action Plan.  

Global Gateway is the EU’s offer to global 

partners, based on respective needs and 

strategic interests, in the areas of digital, 

green, health, transport, education and 

research. It is a ground-breaking 300 billion 

euros investment strategy rooted in 

sustainability and the rule of law. The aim is 

to offer partnership and co-investment, 

working with a range of stakeholders: 

 

• EU, Member States, European financial institutions – working in what we 

call a “Team Europe approach” 

• Partner governments 

• National development finance institutions 

• As well as European businesses and private sector in partner countries. 

 

  

 



Dear friends, 

Global Gateway is an ambitious and 

forward-looking initiative, launched less 

than a year ago. But in this short space of 

time, we have already witnessed its roll-out 

across all regions. Let me give you some 

examples. 

When COVID-19 hit, Africa imported 99% of 

its vaccines. But thanks to a partnership 

between Rwanda, the EU in a Team Europe 

approach and BioNTech, vaccine 

manufacturing will begin next year in Kigali. 

Soon Senegal, South Africa, and Ghana, where work is ongoing, will follow. 

In Fiji, with the EU and European Investment Bank’s support, a hydropower 

plant will be built on the Qaliwana River. Not only will this help to meet Fiji’s 

rising demand for electricity. It will also reduce the island’s reliance on fossil 

fuels as well as its greenhouse gas emissions. 

In the Caribbean, the EU is partnering with the European Investment Bank to 

help foster sustainable water management and protect oceans. To come to 

fruition, this initiative will rely on investment, technical assistance, peer-to-

peer exchanges, and cooperation on marine research. 

  

 



 

Honourable Members, 

 

I want to be clear that Global Gateway is 

about more than physical infrastructure. 

It’s also about health, education, skills. 

About building alliances and investing in 

people. 

And one of the best investments the world 

can make today is in young people. This is 

why last month, I announced with my 

colleague Jutta Urpilainen the adoption of 

the EU’s first-ever Youth Action Plan in 

external action. 

 

As European Commission Vice-President for Democracy and Demography, I 

would ask you to consider for a moment the demographic transition we are 

currently facing: 

• 90% of the world's youth lives in low- and middle-income countries. 

• Africa, in particular, has the youngest and fastest-growing population, 

with a median age of 20 years old. 

• In the next 80 years, while Europe’s youth will shrink by 20%, Africa’s 

youth is expected to grow by 180%. 

  

 



 

We need to face these facts head on and 

harness this demographic dividend. And our 

Youth Action Plan does exactly this. It puts 

forward some exciting new initiatives to 

empower the growing number of young 

people and give them the opportunity to 

lead. For example, a 40 million euros Youth 

and Women in Democracy Initiative will 

promote political participation of young 

people, particularly young women. 

A Youth Empowerment Fund will give young 

people direct access to EU funding, helping them to finance their own 

sustainability actions. 

 

These are just two concrete examples of ways in which we are investing in the 

next generation. But they give you a sense of our Youth Action Plan’s purpose. 

Ultimately, it comes back to achieving stability and prosperity, and to our wider 

peace and security agenda. It is only by engaging young people, and 

empowering them, that we can build more resilient and inclusive societies, and 

make progress towards global commitments, like the SDGs and the Paris 

Agreement. 

  

 



 

Finally, one last word on EU efforts to 

safeguard food security in vulnerable 

partner countries. 

Russia’s aggression against Ukraine is also 

a calculated attack on global food security 

that risks destabilising countries around 

the world. Some of you are living through 

this already, you are feeling the 

devastating impact on people’s lives and 

livelihoods. And let me be clear: the EU’s 

sanctions have not caused the current 

food insecurity crisis. This can solely be attributed to Russia. In Ukraine, 

Kremlin’s army is confiscating grain stocks and machinery. Russia’s artillery is 

bombarding grain warehouses in Ukraine – deliberately. 

The EU has – on the contrary - taken rapid action. 

We have committed 7.7 billion euros to global food security up to 2024. Our 

efforts are channelled through four different strands of action: Solidarity, 

sustainable production and resilience, trade, and multilateralism.  

  

 



 

On solidarity – the EU has committed 2.2 

billion euros to immediate humanitarian and 

food assistance. 

On resilience – we have devoted 5 billion 

euros to medium-term investments in food 

security and sustainable food systems 

benefitting more than 70 partner countries.   

On trade – the EU’s solidarity lanes have 

facilitated the export of more than 12 million 

tonnes of grains, oilseeds and other products 

from Ukraine. 

And on multilateralism – we continue to support the United Nations’ Global 

Crisis Response Group on food, energy and finance. 

  

 



 

Honourable Members, 

In conclusion, I will revert to what I said 

earlier about the necessity of solid, reliable 

partners in this tense and uncertain world. 

The ACP-EU partnership remains a long-

standing success story, which connects one 

in five people around the world. 

It’s a partnership, which the EU cherishes 

and values. 

And our actions – whether it’s on Global 

Gateway, the Youth Action Plan, or our 

response to the global food crisis – underline 

our commitment to delivering for partners, including ACP countries, in line with 

your needs and objectives. 

 

I look forward to the debate and to hearing now from you. 

Thank you very much. 
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